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college, who would give him the information he desired. On his return home he availed himself of this reference, and obtained a satisfactory answer to all his difficulties.
Such was his introduction to University life ; not of a character to make him at home with it; but the prospect of things improved immediately on his return after the. Long Vacation. He writes to his Mother thus, on October 28 : ' Mr. Short has not examined me ; but he has appointed mo some lectures.' After naming them, he adds, «This is littlo enough, but of course they begin with little to see what I can do.'
On November 13 :
I have been fagging very hard, but not without benefit, and, I may add, not without recompense. Tho first day I attended my tutor [Mr. Short] for mathematics. I found I was in the second division of what at school is called a das*. I own I was rather astonished at hearing them begin the* Ass's Bridge, nor was my amaxement in the least dt»#reo abated, when, my turn came, to hear him say, wifch a condescending air, * I believe, sir, you never saw Euclid before. 1 * I answered I had. < How far 1' 'I had been over live hooks.' Then he, looked surprised ; but I added 1 could not say I knew them perfectly by any means. I am sure by hi,s manner ho then took it into his head that 1 was not well grounded, for lie proceeded to ask me what a point wan, and what », line, and what a plane angle. Ho concluded, however* by telling me that I might come in with the other gentlemen nt 10 o'clock, with the 4th, f)th, and 6th books.
The next time I caine he was not condescending, but it was * sir,' very stiffly indeed.
The next time, after I had demonstrated, I saw him jwp at my paper, to see if I had anything written down • a gcwd sign.
The next time, he asked if I wanted anything explained • ~ another good sign.
And to-day, after 1 had demonstrated a tough mm out of the fifth book, ho told mo I had clone it very t'orreetly.
Nor is this all. 1 had a declamation to do last wwk, a Latin cine. I took a great deal of pains with it. As I wan going to lecture to-day, I was stopped by the Fellow whowas leaving Oxford for the vacation, and referred him to one of his colleagues still inanyone, and, after having been used to a number tit .* »1
